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Front Cover — Observations (IMG_1350) 

Walt Disney’s Comics and Stories – Vol. 4 No. 6 (March 1944) 

Photo Condition & Quality 

Clear, high-resolution image showing the full front cover with even lighting. All edges, corners, and 

the full spine fold are visible without glare. 

 



Scene & Composition 

Donald Duck strides forward through strong March winds while holding a yellow umbrella that is 

being pulled backward by the force of the gusts. He wears a long red-and-white scarf that trails 

dramatically behind him. Huey, Dewey, and Louie cling to the scarf from behind as they are lifted off 

the ground near a white picket fence. Sheets of paper labeled “March 1” and hats fly through the air, 

reinforcing the stormy theme. The background is a saturated blue sky with stylized wind streaks. The 

masthead Walt Disney’s Comics and Stories appears at the top, with issue text at upper right reading 

March 1944 – Vol. 4 No. 6 – 10¢. 

Physical Condition Findings 

Multiple creases are visible across the cover, especially through the blue field and lower right 

quadrant. The spine shows significant paper loss and splitting around the staple slot. Edge wear is 

apparent along the bottom margin with small chips and abrasion. Corners are rounded, with heavier 

wear at the lower-left and lower-right corners. Moderate surface scuffing and light soiling are 

present, particularly in the blue background. 

Color & Printing Quality 

Blues, reds, and yellows remain vivid but show dulling from age. The blue background exhibits rub 

wear with lighter patches. Black outlines are crisp, and print registration appears stable. 

Paper & Structural Notes 

The cover stock shows moderate oxidation along all edges. The cover remains attached, but 

structural weakness is evident at the spine due to paper loss around the single staple area. 

Overall Impression 

The front cover retains strong visual impact with energetic artwork and clear imagery. Condition 

issues are concentrated along the spine and lower edges, with creasing and abrasion consistent with 

a heavily handled wartime-era Dell comic. No major losses affect the central characters. 

 

  



Back Cover — Observations (IMG_1351) 

Walt Disney’s Comics and Stories – Vol. 4 No. 6 (March 1944) 

Photo Condition & Quality 

Evenly lit image capturing the full back cover, including the subscription form and margins. 

 



Scene & Composition 

A subscription advertisement features Mickey Mouse, Donald Duck, and Goofy rushing forward 

through strong winds under the headline “Hold on to Your Hats in This Laugh Storm.” Promotional 

text encourages readers to subscribe, offering one-, two-, and three-year options. A mail-in 

subscription form occupies the lower half of the page. 

Physical Condition Findings 

Heavy surface wear is visible across the page, with significant soiling and discoloration. The lower 

portion shows creasing through the subscription form. Edge wear is present along the bottom and 

right margins, with thinning paper and small chips. Corner rounding is evident, particularly at the 

lower corners. 

Color & Printing Quality 

Colors remain readable but muted. Reds and blues have faded, and the background shows 

pronounced age toning. Text remains legible. 

Paper Condition 

Uniform tan oxidation across the page. No moisture ripples or staining observed. 

Overall Impression 

The back cover shows advanced wear typical of subscription-side handling, with heavy surface dirt 

and creasing but intact artwork and readable advertising content. 

 

Interior Pages — Observations (IMG_1352–IMG_1355) 

Walt Disney’s Comics and Stories – Vol. 4 No. 6 (March 1944) 

Photo Condition & Quality 

Interior images are clear and well lit, showing full panels, gutters, and margins. 

Page Color 

tan to medium brown 



  

  



Interior Pages Findings 

Artwork & Story Content 

Interior content includes a Donald Duck story featuring wartime and domestic humor involving 

rationing, automobiles, and enlistment themes; Mickey Mouse adventure pages; Bucky Bug comedy 

sequences; and additional gag strips. All major story components appear present. 

Individual Page Notes 

• Pages with heavier color coverage retain stronger contrast than text-heavy panels. 

• Some pages show darker outer margins, suggesting uneven exposure and aging. 

Color & Printing Quality 

Primary colors remain visible though softened by age. Pastel tones show fading. Halftone patterns 

are consistent with Dell’s early-1940s printing. Line art remains sharp and readable. 

Paper Condition 

Moderate oxidation is present throughout. Margin foxing is visible. Small corner creases and minor 

edge nicks occur on several pages. Slight natural waviness is present, attributable to aging rather 

than moisture. 

Structural Notes 

Interior pages are firmly attached along the fold. No tearing or detachment is visible through the 

gutter. Paper remains flexible. 

Overall Impression 

The interior is complete and structurally sound, with typical Golden Age toning and handling wear. 

Readability remains good despite oxidation and margin darkening. 

 

  



Centerfold — Observations (IMG_1356) 

Walt Disney’s Comics and Stories – Vol. 4 No. 6 (March 1944) 

Photo Condition & Quality 

Clear two-page image showing the entirety of the center fold. 

 



Physical Findings 

The centerfold is intact and securely attached. No lower staple is present, consistent with this issue’s 

apparent single-staple construction. Paper exhibits even tan toning with a slightly darker fold line. 

Only light surface wrinkles are visible, with no tearing or separation. 

Overall Impression 

A strong, intact centerfold with good structural integrity and no notable defects. 

 

Spine — Observations (IMG_1357) 

Walt Disney’s Comics and Stories – Vol. 4 No. 6 (March 1944) 

Photo Condition & Quality 

Clear side-profile view showing the full spine edge and book thickness. 

 

Structural Findings 

Moderate to heavy paper loss is present along the spine, concentrated near the single staple 

location. Several splits expose interior paper layers. The spine exhibits a forward roll but remains 

aligned. 

Surface Condition 

Heavy abrasion with complete loss of original gloss. Fibers are exposed along much of the spine fold. 

Overall Impression 

The spine is significantly worn yet still holding the book together. Wear is consistent with repeated 

handling of a single-staple Golden Age issue. 



Upper Staple — Observations (IMG_1359) 

Walt Disney’s Comics and Stories – Vol. 4 No. 6 (March 1944) 

Photo Condition & Quality 

Clear macro image of the staple area and surrounding paper fibers. 

 

Staple Findings 

The staple slot is widened with pronounced tearing at the entry point. The metal staple shows 

moderate oxidation. Surrounding paper fibers are frayed, with localized loss of printed color. 

Overall Impression 

The upper staple remains functional but provides limited support due to surrounding paper 

degradation. 



Lower Staple — Observations (IMG_1360) 

Walt Disney’s Comics and Stories – Vol. 4 No. 6 (March 1944) 

Photo Condition & Quality 

Clear image of the lower spine fold area. 

 

Staple Findings 

No lower staple is present. The lower fold and centerfold remain intact with no tearing, separation, or 

reinforcement visible. 

Overall Impression 

This issue appears to have been manufactured with a single staple; the lower fold area remains 

stable. 



Brittleness Test — Observations (IMG_1361) 

Walt Disney’s Comics and Stories – Vol. 4 No. 6 (March 1944) 

Photo Condition & Quality 

Clear macro image capturing flex of a page corner. 

 

Findings 

The page bends with noticeable stiffness but does not crack or flake. Paper dryness is evident, yet 

flexibility remains. 

Overall Impression 

Paper shows advanced aging but has not reached true brittleness. Handling should be gentle to 

avoid future cracking. 


